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CONFIRMATION, 
i Ee 


THEN LAID THEY THEIR HANDS ON THEMa 


”” 


NTENDING at this time to diſcourſe upon the holy 
I rite of Confirmation, for which good and pious pur- 
poſe notice has been given to you that the Biſhop will 
ſpeedily come among us, I think it will be of uſe to pre- 

miſe a few things concerning Baptiſm, 6 
Our Bleſſed Saviour, immediately before His Aſcenſion 
into heaven, gave particular directions to the Apoſtles, how 
they were to conduct the great work of making diſciples 
to the Chriſtian Religion; to wit, by baptizing them into 
the Chriſtian Faith, and by inſtructing them in the precepts 
and duties of a Chriſtian Life. Whence ye are led to 
obſerve the propriety of that Ordinance of our Church, 
which admits none to Confirmation, that have not beep 
taught to believe and to do what the Chriſtian Profeſſion 
requires of them; and moreover the weakneſs of their opi- 
nion and practice, who maintain that none are to be bap- 
tized, but ſuch as are firſt inſtructed in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. For can it be reaſonably imagined, that the Apoſtles, 
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who had all of them been bred up in the Jewiſh religion, 
which by virtue of a divine precept and inſtitution admitted 
infants to the benefits of that Covenant by the rite of cir - 
cumciſion, and likewiſe the infants of proſelytes by baptiſm, 
upon promiſe that when they came to years of diſcretion 
they ſhould continue therein; can it be imagined, I ſay, 
that the Apoſtles ſhould underſtand our Saviour, as in- 
tending to exclude the children of Chriſtian parents out of 
the Chriſtian Church, and to debar them from the benefits 
of the new Covenant of the goſpel? Without doubt, the 
tenour of their Commiſſion was conſiſtent with the practice 
of the Jewiſn Church, in making proſelytes to their reli- 
gion; and the Apoſtles, who very well knew to whom the 
promiſe of the Covenant was made, would follow the ex- 
amples before them, unleſs they had been commanded to 
the contrary; that as children were to partake of the pro- 
miſe, they might partake of the fign of it too; ſo that 
when they baptized whole families at once, as we read in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles ch. 16, we cannot doubt but they 
baptized little children among the reſt: more eſpecially, 
ſince Our Saviour declares concerning them, that of fuch 
is the kingdom of God; and St. Paul fays, they are holy; 
which cannot be, if they are excluded from enteripg into 
the goſpel-covenant by Baptiſm, =p 
In like manner, ſome have deduced the Rite of Con- 
firmation from an ancient cuſtom among the Jews, to bring 
their children to be publicly examined before the Congre 
gation and to make a ſolemn promiſe, that they would from 
thence forward faithfully obſerve the law and be account- 
able for their ſins: whereupon the Congregation offered up 
their prayers to Almighty God, that He would bleſs them 
and enable them to make good their promiſe. But the Rite 
of Confirmation in our Church, is, I apprehend, eſtabliſhed 
on better grounds; though it be not ordained by Chriſt 
Himſelf, as is the Sacrament of Baptiſm, or by His Apoſtles. 
The Apoſtles at Jeruſalem, hearing that the Samaritans had 
been converted and baptized by Philip, ſent two from among 
themſelves, Peter and John; who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them, that they might receive wu, 
| 1 5 | Gholt; 


4 ] 


Ghoſt: for as yet He was fallen upon none of them, ohly 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus : then 
laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Ghoſt. We do not infer from this and the like paſſages, 
that the Holy Ghoſt was never conferred thus but by the 
hands of an Apoſtle; left whilſt we deduce the rite of 
Confirmation from the practice of the Apoſtles, it may be 
ſaid to have ceaſed with them; nevertheleſs this may well 
be deemed a fit pattern for Biſhops to follow in laying on 
of hands, to which we do not aſcribe any efficacy diſtinct 
from the prayers that accompany it. Now though ordinary 
functions, when performed by the Apoſtles, had extraor- 
dinary effects accompanying them, yet when the extraordi- 
nary effects ceaſed, the functions were continued: accord- 
ingly, we find in the earlieſt writings of Chriſtianity men- 
tion of a Confirmation after Baptiſm ; which was looked 
upon as a completion of Baptiſm in ſuch as outlive their 
pen Rae and called ſometimes by a word ſignifying fo 
much. 

It was not for the ſake of any honour or dignity to the 
higheſt order in the Church, it was not to magnify the 
office of the Biſhop ; but becauſe here is no Sacrament, no 
expreſs Inſtitution either by Chriſt or His Apoſtles, no rule 
given to practice it, no matter or form preſcribed, the laying 
on of hands being only a geſture in prayer, no fœderal rites 
declared to belong to it, it being rather a ratifying of bap- 
tiſm than any new ſtipulation ; it was merely for the greater 
ſolemnity of the action, that as baptiſm was uſually per- 
formed by the lower rank of Miniſters, Confirmation was 
peculiarly a part of the Epiſcopal function. The Biſhops 
therefore are highly obliged to take care in their reſpective 
dioceſes, that they who need and deſire it may not want an 
opportunity of coming to this holy Rite; and it was wiſely 
and piouſly provided in that excellent plan, which we- 
formed many years ſince for a reformation of the eccle- 
ſiaſtical laws, but moſt unhappily for this Church and Na- 


tion was never completed, that every Biſhop ſhould execute 
the duty of Confirmation annually, 


Thus 


E 
Thus much may well be preſumed to be in the power of 


the Church; to require all ſuch as have been baptized, to 
come before the Biſhop, and renew their baptiſmal vow, 


and pray for God's Holy Spirit to enable them to keep it; 


and upon their doing this, the Biſhop may ſolemnly pray 
over them with that ancient ceremony, and natural act or 
geſture of prayer, impoſition of hands; partly as a mark 
of good will to the perſon for whom the prayers of the 
Biſhop and the Congregation are offered up; and partly as 
a ſign, that the fatherly hand of God is over all who devote 
themſelves to His ſervice. And this might have been 
eſtabliſhed and practiced ever ſince the times of the Apoſtles 
without any expreſs warrant, and merely upon their precept 
of doing all things to order and to edifying ; eſpecially ſince 
the almoſt univerſal practice of infant-baptiſm makes this 
more neceſſary than it was in former times, when chiefly 
adults were baptized. ' And is it not highly reaſonable in 
itſelf, that they who gave no actual conſent of their own 
at their baptiſm, ſhould ratify the promiſes of their ſureties 
by their perſonal acknowledgment of the obligation? Is it 
not entirely conſiſtent with the gracious. purpoſes of the 
Divine Mercy, to believe, that an abundant portion of 
God's Grace and Spirit will be poured out upon the ſincere 
and earneſt prayers of ſuch perſons, as are directed and 
aſſiſted by the Biſhop and Prieſts that are prefent, devoutly 
to take upon themſelves the vow of their baptiſm ? 
It is the peculiar excellency of the Liturgy of the Church 


of England, to teach us the indiſpenſable obligation of | 


every part of religious worſhip, and to inſtruct us how to 
perform every duty, as well as to aſſiſt us in the perform- 
ance, It introduces the ſeveral offices with a ſhort prefatory 
diſcourſe, and thereby prepares the parties concerned to 
perform their duties with underſtanding. For this purpoſe, 
and © to the end that Confirmation may be miniſtered to 
« the more edifying of ſuch as ſhall reccive it, the Church 
« hath thought good to order, that none ſhall be Confirmed, 
„but ſuch as can fay the Creed, the Lord's prayer, and 
© the ten Commandments ;- and can alſo anſwer to ſuch 


« other queſiions as in the ſhort Catechiſm are ers i | 
| | 6 which | 
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% which order is very convenient to be obſerved, to the 
« end that children being now come to the years of diſ- 
« cretion, and having learned what their gedfathers and 


« godmothers promiſed for them in baptiſm," they may 
«© themſelves with their own mouth and conſent openly 


« before the Church ratify and confirm the ſame; and alſo 


« promiſe, that by the Grace of God they will evermore 
«© endeavour themſelves faithfully to obſerye ſuch things as 
© they by their own confeſſion have aſſented unto.” 

In this Admonition are determined the Qualifications of 
the perſons to be confirmed ; which I therefore recommend 
to your ſerious peruſal, that ye may be properly excited to 
the devout performance of this holy Rite. In the primi- 
tive Church, ſuch as were baptized in the preſence of the 
Biſhop were immediately preſented to him for Confirmation, 
as well infants as adults; and the ſame thing is practiced by 
the Greek Church to this day: our own Church, with 
greater propriety, and a ſtricter regard to the nature and 
deſign of the Inſtitution, admits only ſuch as are of riper 
years to be confirmed by the Biſhop, as ſaon after their 
baptiſm as conveniently may be. But ſome may aſk us, 
wherefore is it thought expedient, as is ſet forth in the ru- 
brick after the miniſtration of Baptiſm to ſuch as are of 
riper years and able to anſwer for themſelves, that they 
ſhould be confirmed at all ? Attend to that remarkable oc- 
currence to the diſciples at Epheſus; upon whom, after they 
had been baptized unto the expectation of the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtle St. Paul laid his hands, and then 
the Holy Ghoſt came on them. (Acts xix. 5, 6.) Which 
ſhews, that the Holy Ghoſt was not ſo much the conſe- 
quence of their being baptized, as of the Apoſtle's laying 
on his hands; and that laying on of hands was of uſe and 
importance to the Epheſians, even after they had received 
the ſacrament of Baptiſm. Whence the general rule of our 
Church is this : that all who haye been baptized ſhall ratify 
and confirm, in the face of the congregation, with their 
own conſent, the promiſe made in baptiſm; and though we 
do not maintain, that this particular ceremony is a means 
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of conveying Graee, yet the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles have 
conſtantly uſed it after their example. | 

In the next place ye are to obſerve from the preface or 
admonition which I have juſt now read, that ſome things 
are left to the prudence and religion of parents and maſters, 
of godfathers and godmothers: that they ought therefore 


to be very careful to inſtruct children, to know their duty 


ſufficiently and heartily reſolve upon the practice of it; yet 
ſo as not to be eager or zealous to bring them too early to 
Confirmation, nor yet dilatory in keeping them back, till 
in the vulgar eſteem they may be thought too old; which 
indeed can hardly happen, where perſons have not had op- 
portunity of applying ſooner. Every thing elſe belongs to 


the care, which the Miniſter of every pariſh is to uſe, pre- 


paratory to Confirmation; who is therefore directed by the 
rubrick, * whenſoever the Biſhop ſhall give knowledge for 


children to be brought unto him for Confirmation, either to 


bring, or to ſend in writing, with his hand ſubſcribed there- 
unto, the names of all ſuch perſons within his pariſh, as he 
ſhall think fitto be preſented to the Biſhop to be confirmed.” 
And by a Conſtitution of the Church, as well as the rubrick, 
he is further enjoined, to uſe his beſt endeavour to pre- 
pare and make able, and likewiſe to procure as many as he 
can to be then brought;” and ** to take eſpecial care that 


none be preſented, but ſuch as can render an account of 


their faith according to the Catechiſm.” So that the paro- 
chial Clergy have this matter almoſt wholly in their own 
management; who by a diligent and conſcientious attention 
_ thereto, may eaſily ſecure the devout and religious per- 

formance of this Office. Conſider moreover, that the 
Prieſts, who are preſent, join with the Biſhop in prayer, 
that God's Holy Spirit may ever be with them, unto whom 
Confirmation is then adminiſtered ; and many of them muſt 
needs be preſent on the day of the Biſhop's Viſitation ; 
which perhaps for this very reaſon (a better cannot be aſ- 
figned) is appointed for the miniſtration of this holy rite: 


whence, I ſuppoſe, it has been called © holding a Con- 


firmation ” as if the Clergy were convened for that purpoſe, 


Have we not therefore good reaſon to fay, that the _—_ 
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of Confirmation are in a great meaſute derived frotn the 
Parochial Clergy ? For miracles are ceaſed long ſince ; and 
when we read, that the Apoſtles laid their hands on the diſ- 
ciples of Samaria, and they received the Holy Ghoſt, we 
mult needs ſuppoſe, that the power of conferring the Holy 
Ghoſt was peculiar to the Apoliles and their times : in like 
manner as we cannot but think, that the power of remitting 
and retaining fins, ſo ſolemnly conferred on them by Our 
Saviour, had ſomething in it truly miraculous ; and did 
ſuppoſe the knowledge of men's hearts, arid that they could 
not be miſtaken in the application of that power to parti- 
cular perſons: and in the fame ſenſe we muſt underſtand ſe- 
reral texts of Scripture concerning the Efficacy of the 
prayers of the Apoftles and firſt Chriſtians, as in a great | 
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meaſure miraculous too. All which ſhould make us very 
r autious, not to aſcribe too much to any human Inſtitution 
to H vbatſoever. | 
ef The nature and end of Confirmation, and the qualifi- 1 
he cations of the candidates, having been explained in the l 
.“ Wircfice, the Office goes on to direct the manner, how it is 1 
o be performed. And perhaps the ſubſequent part of this | 


icourſe will more earneſtly and advantageouſly engage your 
he attention, if ye take up your prayer-books in your hands, 
= ad accompany me through every part of the Office. 

, The Biſhop begins with enquiring of all that are then to 
be confirmed, and who ſtand in order before him, whe- 
ter they do in the preſence of God and before all the con- 
Prepation, renew the ſolemn promiſe and vow that was made 
i their name at their baptiſm, ratifying and confirming the 
me in their own perſons, and acknowledging themſelves 
ound to believe and to do all thoſe things, which their 
odfathers and godmothers then undertook for them” and 
rery one ſhall audibly anſwer, © I do.” For the full and 
omprehenſive import of which words, it will be needful to 
ok back to that queſtion in the catechiſm, what did 
ur godfathers and godmothers do for you in baptiſm ?” 
id whoever uſes this ſhort anſwer with ſincerity and pious 
tention, ſays in effect. as followeth. I do promiſe and 
W three things in my own name and perſon : firſt, that 


* 


1 will renounce the devil and all his works, tke pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world, and all the ſinful luſts of the 
fleſh: 2dly, that I do believe all the articles of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith: and 3dly, that I will keep God's holy will and 
commandments, and walk in the fame all the days of my 
life.” Moreover, having often declared in my catechiſm, | 
that I think myſclf bound to believe and to do what was 1 
promiſed for me in baptiſm, I will therefore by God's help MY * 
ſtreogthen myſelf in this reſolution ; and becauſe aſſiſtance M 
from above is beſt obtained by thankſgiving and prayer, M * 
* I heartily thank our heavenly Father, that He hath called a 
me to this ſtate of ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt our Sa- l 
viour; and I pray unto God to give me His grace, that! 1 
may continue in the ſame unto my life's end.” = 
Obſerve now, that our Religion does not impoſe any un- 
meaning or unedifying forms and ceremonies ; if they have | a 


been reproached as ſuch, it is only through falſe opinions, M © 
which men have conceived about them; and if any ſeem 0 
to be contentious, we have no ſuch cuſtem, neither the M ” 
churches of God that no ſuperiour benefit, grace, or > 
dignity is attributed to Confirmation——that your ſpiritual Y q 
paſtors and teachers, ſo far from intimating that this holy | 
rite is neceſſary to ſalvation, have inſtructed you, that the tl 
Sacraments themſelves are not indiſpenſably, but only ge- A 
nerally ſo— that our Church, which thinketh the impoſi- tt 
tion of hands, together with the prayers of the Biſhop and th 
| the congregation, needful for obtaining the Holy Ghoſt, 0 
does not therefore determine any thing concerning the mea- 
ſure of the ſanctifying power and virtue of the Holy Spirit © 
of God conferred in Baptiſm z which the Apoſtle, in his F 
ſolemn charge to the Epheſians, who had been newly con- S* 
verted from heatheniſm to Chriſtianity, deſcribes indeed Pe 
very emphatically and with a peculiar propriety by being Wi 
i enlightened, and having taſted of the heavenly gift, aa e 
being made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt.” Heb: vi. 4% . 
Attend rather to the bleſſed fruit and effect of the Holſt ? 


Spirit of God, which does continually dwell and reſide id 
all thoſe, who ſincerely perform and make good their bapf 
tiſmal yow, to aſſiſt them to all the purpoſes of holineſs = y 
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obedience; whereby they are made partakers of all the be- 


nefirs of God's Grace, which they are entitled to by baptiſm. 


Conſider moreover the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs, that as 
perſons are admitted into God's Church by the inferiour 


order of Miniſters, ſo the performance of the holy rite of 
Confirmation ſhould be ſought for at their hands who have 


the pre-eminence, and unto whom the chief authority be- 


longeth. And herein we do not ſay, the Biſhops give the 
Holy Ghoſt by the impoſition of hands; the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, infinitely their ſuperiours, as light exceedeth dark- 
neſs, did not do it: they laid on their hands, and God gave 
the Holy Spirit to thoſe on whom they laid them. In like 
manner, When, at the firſt planting of the Goſpel, the Holy 
Qhoft did ordinaryy point out to them by immediate Reve- 
lation the perſons, who were molt fit to be their ſubſtitutes, 
to ſupply their room and perfect their beginnings, ** the 
gift that was in them” is therefore ſaid to be © given by 
prophecy, with the Jaying on of the hands of the preſby- 
tery;“ but this was not in rhe Apoſtles the gifts of prophe- 
cying, or of laying on of hands upon others. And when 
Our Saviour after His reſurrection gave to Them their com- 
miſſion, and breathing on them faid, © Receive the Holy 
Ghoſt,” it is evident, that at that time they received not an 
miraculous powers of the Spirit, the promiſe whereof was 
ſhortly after to be performed; it was ſome other effect of 
the Holy Ghoſt, which Our Saviopr did then beſtow ; an 
Authority over the fouls of men, part whereof conſiſted iu 
the power to remit and retain Sins. We know too, that 
the authority and power which is given unto men in the 

Church of Chriſt ro be Miniſters of holy things, is con- 
tained within the number of thoſe gifts, whereof the Holy 
Ghoſt is the author : hence it is, that he which giveth rhis 
power in all our eccleſiaſtical ordinations, may ſay with 
great propriety, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, deſigning ſuch a 
power as the Spirit of Chriſt hath endued His Church 
withal ; whereof the impoſition of hands is the ſign or ce- 
remony. 

Remember above al, that the ſubſtantial duties of reli- 
gion are the things to Which ye bind yourſelves, when ye 
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pronounce thoſe awful words, I do.” Utter them there. 


fore ſeriouſly and with reverence, that ſo ye may ſay after. 
wards, each of ye to yourſelves and to one another; * we 
have avouched this day the Lord to be our God, to walk in 
- his ways, and to keep his ſtatutes, and to hearken to his 
voice: and the Lord hath avouched us this day to be His, 
that we fhould be holy unto the Lord our God.” 
Heut. xxvi.'17, 18, 19. 2. 

Let us proceed now to the next part of the Office; in 
which the Biſhop and the Prieſts begin their devotions with 
the congregation, encouraging the parties who have ratified 
the vow af their baptiſm, and putting them in mind, that 
they ſhall have help from Him who hath made heaven and 
earth; praiſing God for bringing them into this holy con- 
dition; and finally intreating Him to hear their prayers now 
to be made in their behalf. „ 

After theſe ſhort verſicles and reſponſes, which are taken 
out of the book of Pſalms, the common treaſure of what 
is good and excellent, and are a proper preparative to the 


following ſolemnity, the Biſhop proceeds alone in the next 


place, after the uſual admonition in the liturgy to be atten- 
tive and earneſt in prayer, to collect their petitions into a 
continued and larger form; wherein he firſt commemorates 
God's mercy already beſtowed, in that He hath regenerated 
theſe His ſervants, who are come to be confirmed, by water 
and the Holy Ghoſt, that is, entitled them by baptiſm to 
the enlivening influences of the Spirit; and ſo, as it were, 
begotten them again into a ſtate inexpreſſibly happier than 
their natural ſtate ; a covenant ſtate, wherein God will con- 
ſider them, whilſt they keep their engagements, with pecu- 
liar love, as His dear children; in that He hath moreover 
given unto them forgiveneſs of all their ſins, meaning that 
He hath given them the aſſurance of it on the gracious 
terms of the goſpel. He then prays to God “ to ſtrengthen 
them with the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, and daily increaſe 
in them His manifold gifts of grace; the ſpirit of wiſdom 
and underſtanding; the ſpirit of counſel and ghoſtly 
ſtrength; the ſpirit of knowledge and true godlineſs;“ 
words of nearly the ſame import, taken from the _—_ 
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Ilaiah (ch. xii. verſe 2.) by whom they are aſcribed to our 
Bleſſed Redeemer, and deſigned in this prayer to expreſs 
very fully all thoſe manifold gifts, which by the ſpecial 
grace and favour of God, through the ſame ſeſus Chriſt, 
are beſtowed upon His faithful ſervants ; that ſo they may 
be filled with the * ſpirit of God's holy fear ;” with that 
filial and reverential awe of Him, which is the ſame with 
obedience; that ſo by his miniſtry they may be effectually 
excited to whatever they are concerned to believe and to do, 
and by their own diligent improvements be confirmed ever- 
more in the ſame divine bleſlings. 

The preparatory part of the Office being finiſhed, and all 
of them in order kneeling before the Biſhop, the Rite itſelf 
is now to be adminiſtered by the ancient ceremony of laying 
his hand upon the head of each of them ſeverally: a cere- 
mony uſed from the earlieſt ages by religious perſons, to 
determine their bleſſing pronounced to thoſe particular per- 
ſons on whom the hands are laid. Thus Jacob bleſſed 
Ephraim and Manaſſes, not as a Parent, but as a Prophet, 
Gen. xIviii. 14. Moſes laid his hands on Joſhua by expreſs 
command of God, and as ſupreme Miniſter over His people. 
Numbers xxvii. 18. And Aaron lift up his hand towards 
the people, and bleſſed them. Levit. ix. 22. Our Sa- 
viour too, in imitation of the uſual ceremonies among the 
Jews, when He was parted from His Apoſtles and carried 
up into heaven, lift up His hands and bleſſed them. Luke 
Nxiv. 51. Ye are all mindful of thoſe apt expreſſions of 
His affectionate tenderneſs towards the little children, that 
were brought unto Him; how by his outward geſture and 
deed He declared His good will toward them: for He em 
braced them in His arms, He laid Nis hands upon them, 
and bleſſed them. Ye have heard likewiſe, that the Apoſtles 
at Jeruſalem ſent down two of their own body, that they 
might lay their hands on the people of Samaria. And this 
was ſo conſtantly and regularly obſerved, that St. Paul, in 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ch. vi. 1, 2, reckons the laying 
on of hands among * the principles of the doctrine of 
Chriſt,” It has therefore been highly eſteemed in the 
Church from that time to this; and is fa far from being a 
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tion, which they deem a Sacrament, by other ceremonies © 


of the impoſition of hands; which therefore the Church | 


a pledge and afſurance thereof. And what it ſome of the ? 


ſelves approved it as Apoſtolical at the {ame time that they 
have raſhly aboliſhed it; yea, and reſtored it too? : 


of them ſeverally, implores the divine protection in theſe | 


(or this thy ſervant) with Thy heavenly grace, that he may 
continue thine for ever: and daily increaſe in thy Holy Spirit 


dom.” There have been great enquiries concerning the 
marks of a child of God. Now the word itſelf, being a 
title of affection and love, implies an expectation of favour, 
a dependance for ſupport, and an aſſurance of bleſſing on 


popiſh ceremony, as ſome have frowardly and reproachfully ; 
affected to call it, that the Romaniſts adminiſter Confirma- : 


of their own deviſing, having laid aſide this primitive one 


of England has reſtored for its ſimplicity ; not as being of : 
divine appointment, or of any efficacy to confer grace, or 


moſt conſiderable difſenters from our church, who highly : 
eſteem many of the moſt controvertible of its doctrines, yet 
are offended at its ceremonies as ſuperſtitious, have them 


The Biſhop then, with his hand upon the head of each 


plain and folemn words; © Defend, o Lord, this thy child | 


more and more, until he come unto thy everlaſting King- 5 


God's part. Anſwerable to which, it is manifeſt that the 


title of the child of God is expreflive on our part of the} 
higheſt obligations of duty and obedience; and in this {enie} 


the child of God differeth nothing from the ſervant of God. 
This it is to be the ſons and children of God, te imitate! 
and reſemble God in our diſpoſitions and manners. Be ye? 
therefore followers of God, as dear Children. Eph. v. 1. 
If we conſider well the Scripture doctrine concerning rege- 
neration, or the new birth, or the new creation, herein like: 
wiſe we need not trouble and puzzle - ourſelves with any 
doubtful and obſcure marks, to find out by them what our} 
Nate and condition is, and whether we be the children of 
God or not. By ſin men forfeit the benefit of their natural 
relation to God, our heavenly Father : by repentance and} 
renewed obedience, they deſire to have acceſs again to the 
divine favour and mercy : and. God by accepting their re- 

| | pentance! 
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ne ; $entance and pardoning their paſt ſins, through the merits | 
ch | and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, and according to the gra- 
of | I cious terms and declarations of the Goſ pel, and giving them 
or i the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt to ſanctify them for the 


the | tuture, receives them again as a gracious Father, and adopts 
bly lem for His ſons; whence they are ſaid to be born, not 


jet of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of 
m- man, but of God;” John i. 13. On whom the Father 
bey ; has beſtowed ſuch manner of love, that they ſhould be called 
the ſons of God.” 1 John iii. 1. Now ye have learned in 
ach jour catechiſm, that the principal thing in baptiſm is © the 
beſe mward and ſpiritual grace,” which is therein ſaid to be © a 
hid WF death unto fin, and a new birth unto righteouſneſs : for 
ma! being by nature born in ſin, and the children of wrath, we 
pirit BY are hereby made the children of grace.” And again : 
ing: bapriſm is nor only a ſign of this grace, but the appointed 


the 
ng af 


way of entering into the covenant that entitles us to ſuck 
grace; “ the means whereby we receive the ſame, and a 


onn pledge to aſſure us thereof.” Obſerve then: at the firſt 

g of preaching of the goſpel, the perſons brought ro baptiſm 

t the vere adults, ſuch as had been converted from Judaiſm and 

f thef Heatheniſm to the Chriſtian Faith. But now the caſe is 

rt otherwiſe ; they are generally infants. All the reaſonings 
0 


therefore drawn from the nature and form, from the end 
and deſign of Baptiſm, are moſt properly applied to Chriſ- 
tians at that time, when they profeſs themſelves to be Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, with underſtanding, knowledge and choice; 
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rege when Baptiſm is really and effeCtually © the anſwer of a 
„ good Conſcience towards God :” that is, at the time of 
1 any 


Confirmation, which may therefere well be deemed an holy 


t o Rite. Which matter, if duly conſidered, would have a 


en I powerful influence upon the hearts and lives of men. 5 
ee And now the Biſhop and the Congregation after holy ſa- 
e 0 batations and mutual recommendations of each other to God, 

0 thek deſiring God may be with them to aſſiſt them in their prayers, 
r tes alſo that God may be with his ſpirit who is to direct them; 


ce] 
nan what form can be more proper to introduce ſuch joint and 


public devotions as are ſuitable to the ſolemnity, than the 
which our Lord Eimſelf has taught us? a form ſeaſonab 
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at all times, but more particularly ſo now, when they who 


are confirmed in the glorious privilege of being called the 


children of God, and “ if children then heirs, heirs of | 
God and joint-heirs with Chriſt,” may all with one heart 
and with one voice addreſs themſelves chearfully to God and | 


them power to become the ſons of God.” 


very properly call Him “ our Father,” who © has given 


In the next place, ſupplications are poured forth in | 


humble acknowledgment, that the bleſſings conferred by 


who is the fountain of goodneſs and grace; that as the 
good deſire of many who are preſent, and their reſolution 
to keep their vow, came from God, who alone can enable 
them to will and to do what 1s good and acceptable to His 


Divine Majeſty, ſo the hand of His Miniſter, which has 


now been laid upon them, may not be an empty and inſig- 
nificant ſign; but that His fatherly hand may ever be over 


end they may obtain everlaſting life. 
After this Collect, which is an admirable compoſition of 


humility and faith, another ſhort and comprehenſive one is 
added in behalf of the whole congregation; that“ the 
Almighty Lord and Everlaſting God will vouchſafe to direct, 
ſanctify and govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways 
of His laws and in the works of Eis commandments; that 
through His mighty protection, both here and ever, we | 
may be preſerved in body and fon], through our Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” 8 


this holy rite are derived from the abundant mercy of Him, 


them, His Holy Spirit may ever be with them and lead them | 
in the knowledge and obedience of His word, that in the 
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Finally, as a Bleſſing concludes all the Offices of our 
Church, this ought more eſpecially to end in the ſame} 
manner, which is itſelf one continued and ſolemn bene- 


diction. 


'A ſtrange, enthuſiaſtic opinion has prevailed at ſeveral 


times, that Baptiſm whenſoever adminiſtered waſhes away 


8 
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all antecedent ſins of every ſort and magnitude. Hence 


ſome have deferred it, out of a ſuperſtitious delicacy and 


tenderneſs of conſcience ; or perhaps too much attachment 


to the world. Others again have introduced a different exo 


treme, 
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teme, the ridiculous zeal of being baptized frequently. 
When this practice was lately reſumed in a neighbouring 


pariſh, and much people came together every Lord's day to 


be waſhed of their fins, ye may remember that I took oc- 
caſion to explain to you the neceſſity of entering once and 
once only into the covenant of grace by baptiſm; and upon 
the ſame grounds I now expreſs my earheſt deſire, that ye 
will no more think of being confirmed a ſecond time, as is 
the indiſcreet manner of ſom, than of being baptized a 
ſecond time. And this leads me to add a few words con- 


cerning that ancient ceremony, the ſign of the croſs ; which 


at the firſt Reformation was uſed in Confirmation, as it is 
ſtill in Baptiſm. Obſerve then, that the ſign of the croſs 
is not made any part of the ſacrament of baptiſm, which 
is complete without it; it is not any ſacramental, or ope- 
rative, or efficacious Gen, bringing any virtue to baptiſm or 
to the baptized ; and when the child has once been received 
into the congregation of Chriſt's flock, and“ ſigned with 
the ſign of the croſs in token that he ſhall not be aſhamed 
to confeſs the faith of Chriſt crucified,” there is no more 
need to admit him again in the ſame form, than there is to 
baptize him again, Nor 1s it at all neceſſary or expedient 
in this matter, to have recourſe to the wiſdom of our 
Church, and its pious care for the honour and dignity of all 
its ordinances, ſo fully expreſſed in that declaration con- 
cerning the poſture of kneeling at the Sacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper, © leſt out of ignorance and infirmity, or 


out of malice and obſtinacy, they be miſconſtrued and de- 


praved.“ 

Thus it is, this pious and holy rite of Confirmation is 
adminiſtered; and without doubt it highly conduces to 
make the benefits of baptiſm more apparent, to encreaſe 
knowledge and true religion among men, and moreover to 
ſecure the younger ſort from being ſeduced by Papiſts and 
dectaries; eſpecially as it is a moſt uſeful and neceſſary pre- 
parative to a due and worthy participation of the Sacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper. For if, as the rubrick at the end of 
this office directs, „ there ſhall none be admitted to the 
Holy Communion until ſuch time as he de confirmed, or be 
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F ready and Safi to be confirmed, it is plain, that the Wt t 
$ Church has declared its ſentiments in this matter; that all pic 
1 ignorant, as well as wicked and debauched perſons cannot e 
|| be meet partakers thereof. Whence, as it is a matter of 
i great concern in itſelf to renew the covenant of baptiſm ino it 
[1 «confirmation, there ariſes a manifold-obligation upon parents 
| and maſters, upon godfathers and godmothers, to encou-] 
rage the younger ſort and to prepare them for it: and ſince 
there is great need, that we ſhould ourſelves frequently re- 
new © the vows of God that are upon us“ in the Sacrament | 
of the Lord's ſupper, of this they who are already con- 
firmed ought to be very mindful; ; their friends qQught more- 
over frequently to remind them. And it is eſpecially the 
iadiſpenſable duty of the Miniſters of God, to whom ** the 
word of reconciliation is committed,” who are * embaſſa- 
dors for Chriſt, to beſeech men in His ſtead to be reconciled 
| to God,” who are appointed for this very work © to watch | 
1 for men's ſouls, and ſent forth by God, to miniſter for the 
4 good of thoſe who ſhall be heirs of Salvation; * it is, I ſay, 
the moſt important part of their office, when . they preach 
the word,” frequently and diligently to explain to the people 
committed to their charge the general nature, end and 
| deſign of every inſtitution of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
more particularly of the Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper ; 
the obligations which Chriſtians are under to receive it, the 
benefits of receiving it worthily, the preparations neceſlary| 
thereto, together with the groundleſſneſs and vanity of moſt # 
of thoſe reaſons which men uſually allege for their abſenting | 
from the Communion, under the pretence of want of due 
preparation. And if they be really unprepared, ought they} 
not to redeem eyery opportunity to prepare themſelves ? In 
vain do men complain of the hardſhips and difficulties of | 
virtuous courſe, in vain do they bemoan the decay of Chrh- | 
tlanity and the inefficacy of its doctrines and inſtitutions on 
- the lives of its profeſſors, whilſt they diſdainfully refuſe the 
external means of promoting and improving real and ſab- | 
ſtantial virtue and religion. 
Theſe things, ye will bear me witneſs, J have oftentimes | 
Rely iuſiſted vpon; truſting, that God will have regard | 
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xt to my own inſufficiency, but to the purpoſes of mercy 


the Wt to r | 
all ſhich He hath appointed me to ſerve thereby: and may ; 
not Wi: ſame God give unto all that hear me, wiſdom and 


Paerſtanding to know their duty and a heart and will to | 
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